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The Old Testament does not know a form of poverty so high, which is also the utmost freedom for
the kingdom of heaven. However, it knows charity, almsgiving and compassion towards the poor. A
form of sale of all the personal assets to stay alive is what happens with Joseph in Egypt, during the
seven terrible years of famine.
Since there was no food in any country because of the extreme severity of the famine, and the lands
of Egypt and Canaan were languishing from hunger, Joseph gathered in, as payment for the rations
that were being dispensed, all the money that was to be found in Egypt and Canaan, and he put it in
Pharaoh's palace. When all the money in Egypt and Canaan was spent, all the Egyptians came to
Joseph, pleading, "Give us food or we shall perish under your eyes; for our money is gone." "Since
your money is gone," replied Joseph, "give me your livestock, and I will sell you bread in return for
your livestock." So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and he sold them food in return for their
horses, their flocks of sheep and herds of cattle, and their donkeys. Thus he got them through that
year with bread in exchange for all their livestock. When that year ended, they came to him in the
following one and said: "We cannot hide from my lord that, with our money spent and our livestock
made over to my lord, there is nothing left to put at my lord's disposal except our bodies and our
farm land. Why should we and our land perish before your very eyes? Take us and our land in
exchange for food, and we will become Pharaoh's slaves and our land his property; only give us
seed, that we may survive and not perish, and that our land may not turn into a waste." Thus Joseph
acquired all the farm land of Egypt for Pharaoh, since with the famine too much for them to bear,
every Egyptian sold his field; so the land passed over to Pharaoh, and the people were reduced to
slavery, from one end of Egypt's territory to the other. Only the priests' lands Joseph did not take
over. Since the priests had a fixed allowance from Pharaoh and lived off the allowance Pharaoh had
granted them, they did not have to sell their land. Joseph told the people: "Now that I have acquired
you and your land for Pharaoh, here is your seed for sowing the land. But when the harvest is in, you
must give a fifth of it to Pharaoh, while you keep four-fifths as seed for your fields and as food for
yourselves and your families (and as food for your children)." "You have saved our lives!" they
answered. "We are grateful to my lord that we can be Pharaoh's slaves." Thus Joseph made it a law
for the land in Egypt, which is still in force, that a fifth of its produce should go to Pharaoh. Only the
land of the priests did not pass over to Pharaoh (Gen 47,13-26).
If one can for the earthly life expropriate himself of all, he can do it infinitely more to have a treasure
in heaven. One leaves the ephemeral goods, with no value in themselves and acquires with them the
eternal goods, with an infinite value. This can happen if one has a true faith and a desire for true
possession, which is just the one of the eternal goods.
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt down before him, and asked him, "Good
teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus answered him, "Why do you call me good? No
one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: 'You shall not kill; you shall not commit
adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; honor your
father and your mother.'" He replied and said to him, "Teacher, all of these I have observed from my
youth." Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, "You are lacking in one thing. Go, sell what
you have, and give to (the) poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." At
that statement his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. Jesus looked
around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of
God!" The disciples were amazed at his words. So Jesus again said to them in reply, "Children, how
hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through (the) eye of (a) needle
than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." They were exceedingly astonished and said
among themselves, "Then who can be saved?" Jesus looked at them and said, "For human beings it

is impossible, but not for God. All things are possible for God."
This man does not have a true faith in the mystery of the kingdom. He does not know its divine
beauty. He ignores its true value. His heart is full of himself and his property.
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Redemption, Angels and Saints, teach us the truth on things.
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